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OTHERS PRESENT:
Rogers Leonard and Kyle McCann

Chairman Schexnayder called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda. Self introductions were then conducted.   
ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Dan Turner, seconded and carried, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.

The Board discussed the status of appointments.  Recently the Governor appointed six individuals to the Board.  Of the six, three were new members and had completed their oath of office prior to the meeting.  The Office of Boards and Commissions indicated that the remaining six positions would be appointed in the near future.  Once all appointments are made the new Board would have to meet and elect officers.  
Kyle McCann then reviewed the LDAF December collections report and the YTD collections.  The current cash position as of January 18, 2017 and the assessment income projections for the 2016 crop were then presented (see attached).  The Board discussed the projections and agreed to use the soybean net assessment income estimate based on a $9.75 per bushel of $ 1,356,371and the wheat and corn assessment income estimate of $ 431,350 in establishing available funds for the 2017 projects.  The sorghum pass back allocation from the United Sorghum Checkoff Program (USCP) for 2017 projects was $ 27,266.71.  Sorghum project allocations were made at the previous meeting.  The Board also reviewed the budget worksheet that would be completed by the funding decisions made at the meeting and discussed financial reserves for each fund type. 
Chairman Schexnayder then led a discussion on how to proceed with the consideration of projects and the consideration of any modifications to any continuing or new projects proposed.  The Board received the project proposals in November.  Dr. Leonard briefly reviewed the overall research request and answered questions regarding the projects submitted. The Board discussed the amount of wheat projects versus the wheat funding, corn projects and the current feral hog research. The continuing projects for both soybeans and grain were next considered with funding levels determined for each. Funding levels for each project approved were established by common consent.    The Board then continued to consider and reviewed each of the new research project proposals submitted and discussed the details of the projects.  After all projects were reviewed and funding totals were determined, the final allocations for the LSU AgCenter were established at $ 1,700,637 in total for 2017 with soybean funding at $1,415,800 and wheat and corn at $ 256,519 and sorghum at $ 28,318. The attached 2017 project list contains the projects approved and funded for 2017-2018 with the LSU AgCenter. 
The Board then considered the other research and promotional organizations’ funding. The Board discussed the Mid-South Soybean Board (MSSB) and was provided a progress report on projects currently supported by MSSB.  The proposed project list for 2017 was essentially a continuation of 2016 projects less one.  The Board also discussed the MSSB being a sponsor of the World Soybean Research Conference to be held in 2017 at Atlanta, GA. The Board agreed to provide funding to the MSSB for this and asked that it be considered at the next MSSB meeting.  Since the actual amount needed for projects in 2017 may change due to the Board’s request, the Board agreed to fund up to $77,355, which was the previous year’s funding level. 

ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to fund the MSSB up to 77,355 for 2017 and ask them to sponsor the World Soybean Research Conference. 

The Board next discussed the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA) and the Aflatoxin Mitigation Center of Excellence (AMCOE) project and the work conducted by them.  The funding level for NCGA of $85,000 was for 2016 and most member states have initially indicated they will support this work at current levels.
ACTION NO. 3
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to fund the NCGA $85,000 for 2017.

The Board then considered the US Grain Council (USGC) and recommended the funding remain the same at $20,000 for 2017.The Board then briefly discussed the annual request of the FFA Foundation. They recommended the same funding level from grain of $1,000 for 2017. 
ACTION NO. 4
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to fund the USGC $20,000 and the FFA $1,000 for 2017.
After all projects and funding levels had been agreed upon, the budget worksheet was completed and reviewed (attached). 
ACTION NO. 5
A motion was made by Charles Cannatella, seconded and carried, to approve the budget at the established funding levels and to approve the necessary contracts with the LSU AgCenter, NCGA, USGC and the MSSB.
The Board then discussed the process of reappointment of the Board.  The Board will need to meet and organize after all the appointments are completed. The Board next agreed to meet at the LSU AgCenter’s Northeast field day in June.

Dr. Leonard thanked the Board for their support and input on the research conducted by the LSU AgCenter.
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.
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